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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 13, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable LUKE
MESSER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

The work of the Congress resumes
after time spent by millions of Ameri-
cans celebrating high holy days and
spring comes to our Nation’s Capital.
It is a season of hope.

In this Chamber, where the people’s
House gathers, we pause to offer You
gratitude for the gift of this good land
on which we live and for this great Na-
tion which You have inspired in devel-
oping over so many years. Continue to
inspire the American people that,
through the difficulties of these days,
we might keep liberty and justice alive
in our Nation and in the world.

Give to us and all people a vivid
sense of Your presence, that we may
learn to understand each other, to re-
spect each other, to work with each
other, to live with each other, and to
do good to each other. So shall we
make our Nation great in goodness and
good in its greatness.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. Schock), the whole num-
ber of the House is 432.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 27, 2015 at 12:02 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1092.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1527.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 10.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 32.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 31.

That the Senate passed S. 535.

Appointments:

Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commis-
sion.

Advisory Committee on the Records of
Congress.

Commission to Study the Potential Cre-
ation of a National Women’s History Mu-
seum.

Commission to Study the Potential Cre-
ation of a National Women’s History Mu-
seum.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 27, 2015 at 1:13 p.m.:

Appointments:

Advisory Committee on the Records of
Congress.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
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enrolled bills and joint resolution were
signed by Speaker pro tempore COM-
STOCK on Monday, March 30, 2015:

H.R. 1092, to designate the Federal
building 1located at 2030 Southwest
145th Avenue in Miramar, Florida, as
the ‘“‘Benjamin P. Grogan and Jerry L.
Dove Federal Building”’;

H.R. 1527, to accelerate the income
tax benefits for charitable cash con-
tributions for the relief of the families
of New York Police Department Detec-
tives Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos,
and for other purposes;

H.J. Res. 10, providing the reappoint-
ment of David M. Rubenstein as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of
the Smithsonian Institution.

——————

TIME TO SIMPLIFY THE TAX CODE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we are only
2 days away from April 15, also known
as tax day. It is a day that we all dread
every year.

Between mountains of paperwork,
complicated codes, and the fear of
fines, paying taxes every year is a huge
burden for hard-working Americans. In
fact, U.S. taxpayers and businesses
spend about 7.6 billion hours a year
complying with the filing requirements
of the IRS.

But if you listen to the political dis-
cussion in our country very long, you
will inevitably hear some lawmakers
repeat one of their favorite lines, that
all of our country’s budget problems
would be solved if only we increased
taxes, except increasing taxes increases
government spending and crowds our
private sector investment, diminishing
our prosperity.

Instead, it is past time to simplify
the Tax Code and decrease the tax bur-
den that Americans currently spend
close to a third of the year bearing.

It is vital that we enact policies that
strengthen and stabilize our economy,
as well as give individuals and busi-
nesses long-term certainty.

————

LGBT NONDISCRIMINATION
RESOLUTION

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the House resolu-
tion declaring that gay, lesbian, and
transgender people should be protected
from discrimination under the law.

Every day, LGBT Americans are de-
nied housing and public accommoda-
tions. In 29 States, someone can be
fired because they are gay, and in 32
States, someone can be fired because of
their gender identity. In several
States, there is an organized push to
deny LGBT Americans their rights.

However, dozens of States have taken
action and passed nondiscrimination
laws, as have hundreds of cities; yet
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this body has not. Congress is sworn to
uphold the Constitution, the same Con-
stitution that says no State shall
“deny to any person within its jurisdic-
tion the equal protection of the laws.”

It is time for Congress to uphold the
Constitution and take action. Support
this resolution and protect these Amer-
icans—all Americans.

————
HONORING JIM CALLAHAN

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, at the heart of my congres-
sional district lies Chester County, a
community that relies on
groundbreaking, thoughtful, probative
reporting for its residents, a responsi-
bility that the Daily Local News has
filled for generations.

For 20 years, Jim Callahan has served
the Daily Local News and Chester
County as a newsman. He calls himself
an ‘‘adjustable wrench’” in the news
business, which means he has served a
multitude of functions to make sure
that our Republic, as locally con-
stituted in Chester County, is well in-
formed.

Indeed, the hallmark of an engaged,
robust democracy requires a well-in-
formed citizenry; and to my constitu-
ents, as a journalist, Jim Callahan has
served this function in exemplary fash-
ion.

One of his colleagues calls Jim an
““old school journalist, who enjoys
teaching and working with young re-
porters,”” a breaking news junkie, and
political nut.

I would add that Jim possesses a
great sense of humor, and he is as pug-
nacious a journalist as he is witty an
observer. At his core, Mr. Speaker, Jim
Callahan greatly values the impor-
tance of local journalism, and for that,
Chester County is better off for it.

Here in the United States House of
Representatives—the people’s House—
and across Chester County, we want to
thank you, Jim.

Stay strong, my friend.

———

LAW ENFORCEMENT USING THEIR
GUNS INSTEAD OF THEIR HEADS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it feels like open season on black
men in America, and I am outraged. In
fact, all Americans are at risk when
bad actors in law enforcement use their
guns instead of their heads.

Despite bipartisan, nationwide calls
for action and despite my bills to re-
form the broken grand jury process,
hold police accountable, and end mili-
tarization and despite my colleagues’
bills to encourage body cameras, this
Congress does nothing—no hearings, no
blue ribbon commissions—nothing.
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Mr. Speaker, here are just a few
names of our colleagues, neighbors, and
relatives Kkilled by police, so my col-
leagues will no longer ignore this cri-
sis: Walter Scott, North Carolina; Mi-
chael Brown, Missouri; Anthony Hill,
Georgia; Tony Robinson, Wisconsin;
Kevin Davis, Georgia; Nicholas Thom-
as, Georgia; Daniel Elrod, Nebraska;

Antonio Zambrano-Montes, Wash-
ington; David Kassick, Pennsylvania;
Jessica Hernandez, Colorado; Kevin

Davis, Georgia; Dennis Grigsby, Texas;
Rumain Brisbon, Phoenix; Tamir Rice,
Ohio; Akai Gurley, New York; Carlos
M. Perez, Nevada; Kajieme Powell,
Missouri; Ezell Ford, California; Dillon
Taylor, Utah; John Crawford III, Ohio;
Naeschylus Vinzant, Colorado; Charly
Leundeu Keunang, California; and the
list goes on.
——

THE SENATE MUST ACT

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, April 1,
just a few days ago, most people don’t
realize it, but the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services reduced physi-
cian reimbursement for Medicare pa-
tients by 21 percent.

This occurred as a matter of law.
This is a deadline that we have been up
against before, a drama that we have
seen played out in this House multiple
times during my tenure here.

This time, it is different because the
House of Representatives, right before
the end of March, chose to act and
passed, by a vote of 392 individuals, to
repeal this formula that crops up every
year and threatens our Medicare pa-
tients and those that provide care for
them.

This bill is sitting over in the other
body. The Chaplain talked about this
being a season for renewal, and indeed,
it is. It is my hope that in the other
body that spirit of renewal will take
hold, and they will take up and pass
the bill that passed this House with an
overwhelming majority some 2 weeks
ago.

It is time to do it. The other body
can act.

———
O 1415
EASTER FEED

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge the outstanding
work of Dr. Merlin Augustine and his
wife, Beverly, of Fayetteville, Arkan-
sas, and the event his foundation has
sponsored for 22 years—the annual
Easter Feed, held the Saturday before
Easter.

This year, a record 6,741 people en-
joyed a meal fit for kings, served by
men and women of all walks, including
a number of local, State, and Federal
officials and scores of volunteers.
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Years ago, Mr. Speaker, Dr.
Augustine’s parents left their compas-
sionate son an inheritance of $10,000
with which he established a foundation
purposed in helping the less fortunate.
The Easter Feed is its signature event.
It is the kind of event that warms the
heart, reminding all of us of our duty
to care for those around us.

I want the Nation to know how much
I appreciate this beautiful couple for
their kindness and their decency and
their dedication to our community. My
wife, Terri, and I always look forward
to helping at the event. Few things in
life give us more pleasure than the
Easter Feed.

Thanks, Merlin and Beverly. Can’t
wait till next year.

———

U.S. GOVERNMENT OKAYS OIL EX-
PORTS FOR IRAN BUT NO OIL
EXPORTS FOR AMERICA?

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
United States is now the largest crude
oil producer in the world, but instead
of exporting excess oil like other na-
tions, the United States oil producers
are forced to leave oil in the ground.
The solution is clear—Ilift the crude oil
ban. We should follow the Blue Bell Ice
Cream philosophy: use all you can and
sell the rest—here, in this case, abroad.

Exports will improve our national se-
curity by increasing United States in-
fluence around the world. We can make
Middle Eastern oil, politics, and their
turmoil irrelevant. Europe gets 40 per-
cent of its oil from Russia, and our ex-
ports will give HEuropeans an alter-
native to Putin’s monopoly and will
thwart his aggression. Japan and South
Korea rely on crude oil from Iran to
satisfy their growing energy consump-
tion.

Speaking of Iran, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of the deal, it is now U.S. Gov-
ernment policy to eventually allow
Iran to export crude oil, but it is U.S.
policy to prohibit U.S. producers to do
the same. How nutty is that?

Lifting the ban will create thousands
of jobs, inject billions of dollars into
the economy, and help advance our na-
tional interests abroad. Make the same
deal with America the Government
made with Iran—allow o0il exports.

And that is just the way it is.

———

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1600

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WALKER) at 4 p.m.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 13, 2015 at 2:42 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 11.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

CAPITAL ACCESS FOR
COMMUNITY FINANCIAL
TUTIONS ACT OF 2015

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 299) to amend the Federal
Home Loan Bank Act to authorize pri-
vately insured credit unions to become
members of a Federal home loan bank,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 299

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Capital Ac-
cess for Small Community Financial Institu-
tions Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. PRIVATELY INSURED CREDIT UNIONS AU-
THORIZED TO BECOME MEMBERS OF
A FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4(a) of the Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank Act (12 U.S.C. 1424(a))
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(5) CERTAIN PRIVATELY INSURED CREDIT
UNIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the require-
ments of subparagraph (B), a credit union
shall be treated as an insured depository in-
stitution for purposes of determining the eli-
gibility of such credit union for membership
in a Federal home loan bank under para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3).

¢(B) CERTIFICATION BY APPROPRIATE SUPER-
VISOR.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this
paragraph and subject to clause (ii), a credit
union which lacks Federal deposit insurance
and which has applied for membership in a
Federal home loan bank may be treated as
meeting all the eligibility requirements for
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Federal deposit insurance only if the appro-
priate supervisor of the State in which the
credit union is chartered has determined
that the credit union meets all the eligi-
bility requirements for Federal deposit in-
surance as of the date of the application for
membership.

‘“(ii) CERTIFICATION DEEMED VALID.—If, in
the case of any credit union to which clause
(i) applies, the appropriate supervisor of the
State in which such credit union is chartered
fails to make a determination pursuant to
such clause by the end of the 6-month period
beginning on the date of the application, the
credit union shall be deemed to have met the
requirements of clause (i).

¢“(C) SECURITY INTERESTS OF FEDERAL HOME
LOAN BANK NOT AVOIDABLE.—Notwithstanding
any provision of State law authorizing a con-
servator or liquidating agent of a credit
union to repudiate contracts, no such provi-
sion shall apply with respect to—

‘(i) any extension of credit from any Fed-
eral home loan bank to any credit union
which is a member of any such bank pursu-
ant to this paragraph; or

‘(i) any security interest in the assets of
such credit union securing any such exten-
sion of credit.

‘(D) PROTECTION FOR CERTAIN FEDERAL
HOME LOAN BANK ADVANCES.—Notwith-
standing any State law to the contrary, if a
Bank makes an advance under section 10 to
a State-chartered credit union that is not
federally insured—

‘(i) the Bank’s interest in any collateral
securing such advance has the same priority
and is afforded the same standing and rights
that the security interest would have had if
the advance had been made to a federally in-
sured credit union; and

‘“(ii) the Bank has the same right to access
such collateral that the Bank would have
had if the advance had been made to a feder-
ally insured credit union.”’.

(b) COPIES OF AUDITS OF PRIVATE INSURERS
OF CERTAIN DEPOSITORY INSTITUTIONS RE-
QUIRED TO BE PROVIDED TO SUPERVISORY
AGENCIES.—Section 43(a)(2)(A) of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Act 12 U.S.C.
1831t(a)(2)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘“‘and’ at the
end;

(2) in clause (ii), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting at the end the following
new clause:

‘“(iii) in the case of depository institutions
described in subsection (e)(2)(A) the deposits
of which are insured by the private insurer
which are members of a Federal home loan
bank, to the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy, not later than 7 days after the audit is
completed.”.

SEC. 3. GAO REPORT.

Not later than 18 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall conduct a
study and submit a report to Congress—

(1) on the adequacy of insurance reserves
held by a private deposit insurer that insures
deposits in an entity described in section
43(e)(2)(A) of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Act (12 U.S.C. 1831t(e)(2)(A)); and

(2) for an entity described in paragraph (1)
the deposits of which are insured by a pri-
vate deposit insurer, information on the
level of compliance with Federal regulations
relating to the disclosure of a lack of Fed-
eral deposit insurance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
add extraneous material on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. STIVERS), the sponsor of this
bill.

Mr. STIVERS. I would like to thank
the gentleman from Texas for yielding
me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
299, the Capital Access for Small Com-
munity Financial Institutions Act.

I would like to thank Chairman HEN-
SARLING and the other bill sponsors—
Mrs. BEATTY from Ohio, Mr. TIBERI
from Ohio, and Mr. CARSON from Indi-
ana.

As you can hear, I lost my voice last
night, but I am the voice for 1.2 million
people who are currently denied access
to the liquidity that the Federal Home
Loan Bank system offers inside finan-
cial transactions.

This bill would simply make a small
statutory change that would allow
nonfederally insured credit unions to
apply for membership in the Federal
Home Loan Bank system. It would not
guarantee their memberships. They
would go through the normal under-
writing process like any other appli-
cant. The irony here is that every
other credit union can join the Federal
Home Loan Bank system, and every
other bank and many nonbank entities,
like insurance companies, are allowed
to join the Federal Home Loan Bank
system. Only privately insured credit
unions are denied.

Currently, there are 128 small credit
unions in nine States representing 1.2
million people, including firefighters
and teachers and church workers and
small business people, with total assets
of $13 billion, people who are not in-
sured by the Federal Government but
who are insured by a mutual private
insurance company and so are denied
access to the Federal Home Loan Bank
system. This bill would simply change
that and fix it.

Some important points are: one,
there is no risk to the Federal Home
Loan Bank system. Two, no more than
$4 billion of that $13 billion could be
pledged to the Federal Home Loan
Bank system at any one time, and that
is if all 128 credit unions joined the
Federal Home Loan Bank system.
Three, there is no concentration risk.
There is no disproportionate risk with
these institutions.

I think it is really important that we
give these 1.2 million people the access
to the liquidity that the Federal Home
Loan Bank system would offer them.

I would ask my colleagues to support
this legislation, which would give com-
munity financial institutions the abil-
ity to apply for membership in the Fed-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

eral Home Loan Bank system and
which would provide important liquid-
ity to these 1.2 million people who
might want to buy a home or live the
American Dream.

Again, I want to thank my cosponsor,
who helped so hard to get this bill
done, Congresswoman JOYCE BEATTY
from Ohio; and I want to thank Chair-
man NEUGEBAUER, Chairman HEN-
SARLING, and the other cosponsors of
the bill.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY),
who is the cosponsor of this bill.

Mrs. BEATTY. Thank you, Mr. CAPU-
ANO, for yielding me time.

Thank you, Mr. NEUGEBAUER and Mr.
STIVERS.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the Capital Access for Small
Community Financial Institutions Act
of 2015, H.R. 299.

I join Congressman STEVE STIVERS in
support of H.R. 299. My colleagues on
both sides of the aisle supported this
bill in a bipartisan fashion, a bill on
which I am very proud to be the lead
Democrat. We have worked together to
have H.R. 299 reported out of the House
Financial Services Committee with a
vote of 56-1. In fact, last year, the same
bill passed unanimously on this House
floor by 395-0.

Mr. Speaker, as you have heard, H.R.
299 would permit privately insured
credit unions to apply for membership
in the Federal Home Loan Bank sys-
tem. A primary benefit of the Federal
Home Loan Bank membership is hav-
ing access to low-cost secured funding,
which is a tremendous benefit to con-
sumers. H.R. 299 would not, however,
mandate the privately insured credit
unions to become members of a Federal
Home Loan Bank. Therefore, under
this legislation, a Federal Home Loan
Bank would maintain the discretion to
accept or to reject a privately insured
credit union’s application for member-
ship based on its risk tolerance and un-
derwriting guidelines.

Why do we need this bill?

H.R. 299 is an extremely important
piece of legislation for these privately
insured credit unions because it would
help give members and businesses
greater access to credit in a tight cred-
it market. Currently, there are ap-
proximately 6,400 credit unions across
the country, including some 128 to 130
privately insured credit unions. Of that
number of those privately insured cred-
it unions, Mr. Speaker, 57 of them are
actually in Ohio. Both I and Mr. STIV-
ERS, the sponsor of the bill, are from
the great State of Ohio. These 57 pri-
vately insured credit unions in Ohio
serve more than 333,000 members in
Ohio, and, roughly, 145,000 of those
members are actually in my district.

Indeed, the Capital Access for Small
Community Financial Institutions Act
of 2015, or H.R. 299, comes to the floor
today because of the very important
role we believe that credit unions play
in consumer lending and homeowner-
ship across this country.
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For instance, this bill would improve
access to home mortgage loans for
members of three privately insured
credit unions that are actually based in
my district, the Third Congressional
District of Ohio. Those are the White-
hall Credit Union, Producers Employee
Credit Union, and the Central Credit
Union. Additionally, this legislation
has garnered support from the exclu-
sive insurers of privately insured credit
unions across the country—American
Share Insurance, or ASI. ASI, which is
based in central Ohio, which is just
north of my district, continues to pro-
vide employment for many Ohioans,
and it has never previously had a pri-
vately insured credit union depositor
lose money.

Therefore, I urge the support of H.R.
299 because this bipartisan legislation
is good policy, is good for small credit
unions, and may spur the growth of
small credit unions, which serve the
needs of their members, both individ-
uals and businesses. Importantly, H.R.
299 has bipartisan, nationwide support
for local communities and businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I believe this legisla-
tion is a perfect example of the type of
regular order, committee-driven ac-
tions that we should use, actually, as a
template for bipartisan cooperation in
the House and which, indeed, if en-
acted, would bring real benefits to the
national housing market. I urge Mem-
bers to vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 299.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
have no other speakers at this time,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, we have
no further speakers. I would just like
to add my voice in support of this bill.
It is a very commonsense bill, and I am
proud to be able to support it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
just want to echo the remarks that
have been made.

This is a commonsense bill. It helps
Main Street, and it helps consumers.
There was a little glitch here in the
marketplace when these privately in-
sured credit unions were not able to ac-
cess the Federal Home Loan Banks. It
just makes sense that they do that.
This bill passed out of our committee
56-1. With that, I urge my colleagues to
pass this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BYRNE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. NEUGEBAUER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
299.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ELIMINATE PRIVACY NOTICE
CONFUSION ACT

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
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bill (H.R. 601) to amend the Gramm-
Leach-Bliley Act to provide an excep-
tion to the annual privacy notice re-
quirement.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 601

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eliminate
Privacy Notice Confusion Act”’.

SEC. 2. EXCEPTION TO ANNUAL PRIVACY NOTICE
REQUIREMENT UNDER THE GRAMM-
LEACH-BLILEY ACT.

Section 503 of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act
(156 U.S.C. 6803) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

*(f) EXCEPTION TO ANNUAL NOTICE REQUIRE-
MENT.—A financial institution that—

‘(1) provides nonpublic personal informa-
tion only in accordance with the provisions
of subsection (b)(2) or (e) of section 502 or
regulations prescribed under section 504(b),
and

‘“(2) has not changed its policies and prac-
tices with regard to disclosing nonpublic per-
sonal information from the policies and
practices that were disclosed in the most re-
cent disclosure sent to consumers in accord-
ance with this section,
shall not be required to provide an annual
disclosure under this section until such time
as the financial institution fails to comply
with any criteria described in paragraph (1)
or (2).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
add extraneous material on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, it
is my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER), the original author of
this bill and one who has done a lot of
work in this area.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, year after year, mil-
lions of dollars are spent on privacy no-
tices that are either disregarded or are
confusing to consumers. Let’s think
about the cost of this.

This outdated requirement doesn’t
cost in postage alone, but it also adds
its compliance costs, the cost of sup-
plies, printing fees, and man hours.
Under current law, financial institu-
tions are required to provide annual
privacy notices explaining informa-
tion-sharing practices to customers.
Banks and credit unions have had to
give these notices each year even if the
privacy policies have not changed. This
creates not only waste for financial in-
stitutions but confusion and increased
costs to consumers.
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I talked to one community bank in
my district recently that said they
spend, roughly, 70 cents per disclosure.
With a minimum of 250,000 accounts
and customers, this one bank spends at
least $175,000 on this one requirement.
It may not seem like a lot of money to
my colleagues, but I can tell you that
$175,000 is a 1ot of money for a small in-
stitution like the one in my district.
By the way, this is an institution with
less than $10 billion in assets, so it will
not be helped by the recent changes
implemented by the CFPB.

I want to be completely clear on
what exactly this bill will do. This leg-
islation will only remove the Gramm-
Leach-Bliley annual privacy notice re-
quirement if an institution has not in
any way changed its privacy policies or
procedures. This legislation does not
exempt an institution from an initial
privacy notice, nor does it allow a loop-
hole for an institution to avoid using
an updated notice.

The language is not controversial; it
does not jeopardize consumer privacy;
and it does not exempt any institution
from having to produce an initial or an
amended privacy notice. This legisla-
tion does eliminate millions of costly,
confusing, and often ignored mailings;
and with the passage of this bill, infor-
mation included in these mailings
would likely become more significant
to the consumer because it would come
only when a change in the privacy no-
tice policy is effected.
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I would like to remind my colleagues
that similar language passed the House
by a voice vote in the 111th, 112th, and
113th Congresses.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. 1 yield an addi-
tional 1 minute to the gentleman.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. In March of
this year, this legislation passed the
Committee on Financial Services by a
voice vote of 57-0. This legislation is
supported by a litany of trade associa-
tions representing banks and credit
unions.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN), my good
friend across the aisle, for his bipar-
tisan work on this bill.

I ask my colleagues for their support.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr. SHER-
MAN).

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I thank the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. LUETKEMEYER) for his tireless
work on this bill. This bill has passed
virtually unanimously this House in
the 111th, 112th, and 113th Congresses.
Now it has passed our committee 57-0.

I want to commend Director Cordray
of the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau for moving in the direction of
this bill as far as they could, but now
it is time to codify this important
change. This will not only save money
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for the small- and medium-sized insti-
tutions and the entire financial serv-
ices industry; it is going to get the con-
sumer to focus on changes that are im-
portant.

There is no better way to hide a tree
than to put it in the forest, and there
is no better way to trivialize and cause
consumers to ignore important legally
required notification than to deluge
them with unnecessary, meaningless,
and repetitive notifications.

This bill will make our system more
efficient. It is not only consistent, I be-
lieve, with what the regulators would
like to do; it has passed, overwhelm-
ingly, every time Members of the
House have had a chance to deal with
it.

I commend the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER).

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
don’t have any other speakers, so I will
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I would
just like to add my voice to those who
support this bill, another commonsense
bill that hopefully won’t take us three
more Congresses to get our friends on
the other side to actually take action
on something that is relatively simple
and straightforward. 1 personally
throw out six or seven of these notifi-
cations every month, so I would as-
sume that millions of people are doing
the same.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
just want to add my support as well to
this bill. This is a commonsense bill.
This bill passed 57-0 in our committee.
It ends a lot of confusion. You get
those privacy notices when you open
those accounts, and then all of a sud-
den next year you get another one, and
you are trying to figure out whether
you should have gotten one, if you
should read that. What we have found
is that probably a lot of people aren’t
reading those. This is a very common-
sense bill, and I encourage people to
support that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 601.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HELPING EXPAND LENDING PRAC-
TICES IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
ACT

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1259) to provide for an appli-
cation process for interested parties to
apply for an area to be designated as a
rural area, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 1259

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Helping Ex-
pand Lending Practices in Rural Commu-
nities Act”.

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF RURAL AREA.

(a) APPLICATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion shall establish an application process
under which a person who lives or does busi-
ness in a State may, with respect to an area
identified by the person in such State that
has not been designated by the Bureau as a
rural area for purposes of a Federal con-
sumer financial law (as defined under section
1002 of the Consumer Financial Protection
Act of 2010), apply for such area to be so des-
ignated.

(b) EVALUATION CRITERIA.—When evalu-
ating an application submitted under sub-
section (a), the Bureau shall take into con-
sideration the following factors:

(1) Criteria used by the Director of the Bu-
reau of the Census for -classifying geo-
graphical areas as rural or urban.

(2) Criteria used by the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget to designate
counties as metropolitan or micropolitan or
neither.

(3) Criteria used by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to determine property eligibility for
rural development programs.

(4) The Department of Agriculture rural-
urban commuting area codes.

(6) A written opinion provided by the
State’s bank supervisor, as defined under
section 3(r) of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(1)).

(6) Population density.

(¢) PuBLIC COMMENT PERIOD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after receiving an application submitted
under subsection (a), the Bureau shall—

(A) publish such application in the Federal
Register; and

(B) make such application available for
public comment for not fewer than 90 days.

(2) LIMITATION ON ADDITIONAL APPLICA-
TIONS.—Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to require the Bureau, during the pub-
lic comment period with respect to an appli-
cation submitted under subsection (a), to ac-
cept an additional application with respect
to the area that is the subject of the initial
application.

(d) DECISION ON DESIGNATION.—Not later
than 90 days after the end of the public com-
ment period under subsection (c)(1) for an ap-
plication, the Bureau shall—

(1) grant or deny such application, in whole
or in part; and

(2) publish such grant or denial in the Fed-
eral Register, along with an explanation of
what factors the Bureau relied on in making
such determination.

(e) SUBSEQUENT APPLICATIONS.—A decision
by the Bureau under subsection (d) to deny
an application for an area to be designated
as a rural area shall not preclude the Bureau
from accepting a subsequent application sub-
mitted under subsection (a) for such area to
be so designated, so long as such subsequent
application is made after the end of the 90-
day period beginning on the date that the
Bureau denies the application under sub-
section (d).

(f) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have any force or effect after the end of the
2-year period beginning on the date of the
enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and
add extraneous materials on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 7 minutes to the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. BARR), one of the pri-
mary authors of this bill.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman of the Subcommittee on Fi-
nancial Institutions and Consumer
Credit for yielding and for his support
of this legislation. I also want to thank
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
who have joined together to support
this bipartisan legislation that makes
a small but sensible legislative correc-
tion to a regulatory policy that we
have all heard from our constituents
does not work as intended.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have
worked with the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. HINOJOSA) to reintroduce H.R.
1259, the Helping Expand Lending Prac-
tices in Rural Communities Act, or
HELP Rural Communities Act, in this
Congress. This legislation has now
cleared the Committee on Financial
Services in two consecutive Congresses
with overwhelming bipartisan support.
Furthermore, this Chamber approved
identical legislation just 11 months ago
by voice vote under suspension of the
rules.

Our Federalist system of limited gov-
ernment enshrines in the law the idea
that State and local entities know
their communities better than any cen-
tralized bureaucracy in Washington.
The HELP Rural Communities Act re-
affirms this commitment by addressing
a bizarre situation resulting from the
imposition of a one-size-fits-all govern-
ment regulation that fails to consider
the diversity of the cities, towns, and
rural areas across America.

The genesis of this legislation was a
conversation that I had with a con-
stituent, a third generation banker in
rural Bath County, Kentucky. This
constituent, Thomas Richards, was be-
wildered to learn that the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau had des-
ignated Bath County, population
11,591—yes, that is the entire county—
as nonrural. His family’s bank had sur-
vived the Great Depression, the stag-
flation of the late 1970s and early 1980s,
and the Great Recession of 2008; and
yvet his testimony, Thomas Richards’
testimony, this third generation Ken-
tucky community banker, was that his
small community bank in rural Ken-
tucky was being imperiled by an ava-
lanche of red tape coming out of Wash-
ington bureaucracy. There are similar
stories from rural communities across
this country.
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This nonrural designation matters
because the Dodd-Frank Act acknowl-
edges that rural areas may be under-
served credit markets and so should be
treated differently under financial reg-
ulations, thus an improper nonrural
designation by the Bureau, such as
Bath County, puts constraints on fi-
nancial products, specifically respon-
sibly underwritten balloon loans that a
bank or credit union can offer in its
community, reducing access to credit
in rural America. Balloon loans are
common throughout rural America be-
cause they offer flexibility to con-
sumers whose incomes are often cycli-
cal and dependent on commodities,
while helping small community banks
and credit unions mitigate interest
rate risk.

H.R. 1259 fixes the problem by ensur-
ing that rural areas are treated under
the law as intended, by allowing enti-
ties that feel that they have been im-
properly designated to appeal that de-
cision. Here is what the bill does:

H.R. 1259 creates a petition process in
which individuals within a State could
petition the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau to have that area redes-
ignated and to have the Bureau recon-
sider its improper designation of
“nonrural’’ for the area that is plainly
rural. The legislation specifies a num-
ber of commonsense factors that the
Bureau must consider when evaluating
an application. Upon receiving an ap-
plication, the Bureau is to provide for
a 90-day public comment period, and
then grant or deny such an application
within an additional 90 days. Whatever
the outcome, the Bureau shall publish
in the Federal Register an explanation
of the factors it relied on in making its
determination. The bill allows appel-
lants to identify the area that is im-
properly designated. We don’t want to
lock people into using counties or ill-
fitting census tracts that don’t accu-
rately represent the boundaries of their
communities.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) for his important
contribution to this feature of the leg-
islation. This element is important be-
cause county sizes and census defini-
tions of statistical areas can vary sig-
nificantly throughout the country, par-
ticularly in Western States.

Recognizing the issue with its des-
ignation process, on January 29, the
Bureau proposed a rule to expand its
formula to include census tracts in ad-
dition to county lines in its rural des-
ignation process. Unfortunately, this
administrative correction that was
prompted by this legislation is still in-
adequate because census tracts are
only updated once every 10 years and
were designed for demographic data
collection, not regulatory purposes.
The result is that the Bureau’s formula
may now consider most of a rural coun-
ty primarily farmland or wilderness to
be rural, but the small town that would
be home to the actual community bank
or credit union may remain nonrural.

I have already heard from Kentucky
bankers in rural counties who would
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not be covered by this expanded des-
ignation. There are plenty of similar
examples throughout the country of
the Bureau oddly designating mani-
festly rural areas as ‘‘nonrural.” Fur-
thermore, the Bureau still has not im-
plemented an appeals process for im-
properly designated communities.

Mr. Speaker, in summary, this legis-
lation is about inviting individuals—
the American people—to participate in
their government and provide input on
matters of local knowledge. It is about
making the Federal Government more
accessible, more accountable, and more
responsive to the people who know
their local communities best.

I am pleased that this legislation en-
joys bipartisan support and, again,
want to thank Representative HINO-
JOSA for joining me as a cosponsor of
this legislation. I want to thank Chair-
man NEUGEBAUER for his cosponsorship
and stewardship of the legislation in
committee, as well as my friend Con-
gressman FRENCH HILL for joining as a
cosponsor.

This legislation is endorsed by a
broad coalition, including the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the Conference
of State Bank Supervisors, the Na-
tional Association of Realtors, the
American Bankers Association, the
Independent Community Bankers of
America, the Credit Union National
Association, and the National Associa-
tion of Federal Credit Unions.

This is a commonsense and narrowly
focused bill to address a real problem
imposed by Washington on rural Amer-
ica. I appreciate the opportunity to
present it here today, and I urge my
colleagues to support this simple, bi-
partisan reform.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA),
my friend.

Mr. HINOJOSA. I want to thank Con-
gressman MIKE CAPUANO for yielding
time to me on this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1259, the Helping Expand Lend-
ing Practices in Rural Communities
Act. This commonsense legislation
would provide much-needed relief to
rural Americans not just in my dis-
trict, but in districts all over the coun-
try.

I especially would like to thank my
esteemed colleague from Kentucky,
Representative ANDY BARR, for intro-
ducing this very important piece of
legislation once again. I fully agree
with Congressman BARR’S examples
which he gave affecting his district and
all of the State of Kentucky because in
the great State of Texas, we have ex-
amples that will mirror those that you
gave us.

All across my district—and I rep-
resent approximately 80 communities
in my congressional district that ex-
pands 250 miles geographically—many
rural communities are having trouble
getting access to credit, while credit
unions and small banks are also finding
it difficult to service their members
and clients.
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The designation of a county as rural
has many implications for lenders in
those areas, especially with regard to
the credit products that they can offer.
For example, under the new qualified
mortgage rules, balloon mortgage pay-
ments, which are a common -credit
product offered in rural communities,
would expose small creditors to in-
creased legal liability. Because of this,
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau established a safe harbor to allow
for small creditors in counties as I
have described designated as rural to
continue offering this financial product
which serves so many of the people in
those areas; but if not designated as
rural, many of those communities I
have mentioned will not qualify for the
safe harbor exemption.

That is why we are here today, trying
to fix something that needs to be fixed
in terms of home mortgage lending.
This bill gives those who do business in
rural communities all over the country
the ability to petition the CFPB to re-
verse an improper designation of
nonrural for a county that is clearly
rural. It will give lenders in many
areas throughout my district the flexi-
bility they need to offer the credit
products that their members depend
on, while still keeping in place the
very important consumer protections
established under the new QM rules.

I would like to once again thank Rep-
resentative BARR for his outstanding
work on this bill and in our committee.
It has been wonderful collaborating
with him to bring the concerns of rural
communities to the forefront.

I respectfully request that my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle vote
‘“‘yes” on passage of H.R. 1259.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
don’t have any other speakers at this
time, so I will reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, we have
no further speakers on this bill.

I would like to add my voice to sup-
porting this bill as well.

I will tell you unequivocally, my def-
inition of rural is whatever ANDY BARR
and RUBEN HINOJOSA say it is. 11,591
people in a county? I have that on a
street; I have that in a building. I will
tell you that I understand full well
that there are underserved commu-
nities in rural areas, as there are even
in some of the most urban areas in the
country.

I thank the gentleman for this bill.

I will tell you that my definition of
rural is anyplace that would take me
more than 15 minutes to drive to some
good Italian food. If you can’t do that,
it must be rural.

I am glad that this bill is about to
pass, and I thank the gentleman for of-
fering it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
just want to close by saying I appre-
ciate Mr. BARR’s and Mr. HINOJOSA’S
work on this very important issue.
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One of the reasons we are here and
bringing these bills today is because we
have had a tremendous reduction in
the number of community-based finan-
cial institutions that serve rural Amer-
ica. In the last 4 or 5 years, we have
lost over a thousand community banks
and we have lost over a thousand credit
unions. That is a real problem for our
smaller communities. One of the things
that this bill helps to do is that in
many communities there is one bank,
there is one financial institution, and
without the ability to have flexibility
to make these kinds of mortgages, in
many cases there would not be mort-
gages available in those communities.
This is a commonsense bill. It passed
56-2 out of our committee. I would urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1259.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

BUREAU ADVISORY COMMISSION
TRANSPARENCY ACT

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1265) to apply the require-
ments of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act to the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1265

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Bureau Ad-
visory Commission Transparency Act’.
SEC. 2. APPLICATION OF FACA.

Section 1013 of the Consumer Financial
Protection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5493) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘““(h) APPLICATION OF FACA.—Notwith-
standing any provision of the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.), such Act
shall apply to each advisory committee of
the Bureau and each subcommittee of such
an advisory committee.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks and add extraneous materials on
this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. DUFFY), the primary
author of this bill, who has worked
tirelessly to make sure that these advi-
sory committees have transparency.

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman for yielding to me.
I thank him for his support in regard
to my legislation and for all the work
he does on Financial Services, as well
as the support from the chairman and
ranking member of the Committee on
Financial Services. I am grateful to
them as well.

As we gather in this Chamber, I don’t
think it is very often that we come in
in a kumbaya moment in regard to the
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. I think those who follow our com-
mittee would recognize that there are a
few differences in how the CFPB is
structured and how it should move for-
ward. We have had that debate. All of
us agree that consumers should be pro-
tected, and they should have a strong
advocate in that protection.

Though we have disagreed on some
elements of the CFPB, I am proud
today that we have a bipartisan group
coming in talking about some straight-
forward reforms that make some of the
rules from the CFPB work a lot better
and help consumers out, help Ameri-
cans out, help our constituents out.

In regard to my bill, in the last Con-
gress, I tried to go to one of the advi-
sory committees at the CFPB. Now,
most of these are usually open in gov-
ernment. There are only a couple of ex-
ceptions. If you work at the CIA, the
CIA doesn’t open up their advisory
committee meetings for obvious pur-
poses and reasons; and the Fed, with
the FOMC, when they are setting mon-
etary policy, they too don’t open up
their meetings, community advisory
meetings, for obvious purposes.

But when I tried to go to a CFPB
meeting in the last Congress, I was told
by the CFPB that they would not ac-
commodate my request because their
meetings were closed. That concerned
me because the CFPB has said that
“transparency is at the core of our
agenda, and it is the key part of how
we operate.” On their Web site, they
say that ‘“‘you deserve to know what
we’re doing for the American public
and how we are doing it.”

So I had some concern that when the
rest of government opens up their
meetings, the CFPB wouldn’t open up
their meetings and allow the public to
hear the conversation and the dialogue
that was going on. I highly doubt the
information is as sensitive as what is
taking place at the CIA or setting mon-
etary policy, and if we are protecting
consumers, that should be an open con-
versation and debate.
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When I introduced a similar bill in
the last Congress, I actually received a
phone call from the Director, who said:
You know what? This is a good bill.
You know, we have had some disagree-
ment on how the CFPB is run, but we
will open up our meetings.

Well, I don’t know if in that phone
call we had we weren’t on the same
page or what. I am not going to say it
was trickery on the Director’s part, but
what happened was the CFPB opened
up only a small portion of their advi-
sory committee meetings, about an
hour and a half, and in the other vast
majority of the meetings, they moved
them into what was called a sub-
committee so they wouldn’t be open.
What my bill today does is make sure
these meetings are open to the public,
that we as a community, as an Amer-
ican family, get to see the conversation
that is taking place in the advisory
committees to the CFPB. It makes
complete sense.

I am proud and honored that my
friends across the aisle were supportive
of this measure. The ranking member,
Ms. WATERS, actually spoke kind of in
favor of my proposal. I mean, I took it
that way. She voted for it and rec-
ommended a vote in favor of it. I appre-
ciate her bipartisanship.

I think this is about making good
work, making it accountable, making
it transparent, and that is a start, at
least in the advisory meetings that our
government takes part in.

I am grateful for the support; I am
grateful for the time, and I urge my
colleagues to support this great piece
of bipartisan, transparent legislation.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bill. As Mr. DUFFY just said, on occa-
sion, we can come to an agreement.
This is the second CFPB bill we have
done in a row. There are many things
we would like to work together on.

We do wish, however, that on some of
the other items on the CFPB, some of
the members of the Financial Services
Committee would kind of get off the
horse a little bit and come on down and
work with us.

These two bills are very good bills, as
far as I am concerned. The CFPB al-
ready does some of the things this act
would impose, but they should do them
all. There is no question about it. That
is why this is an easy bill to support. I
thank Mr. DUFFY for offering it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin’s work on this.
Some of the points that he made is
that this is about transparency. Why
that is important is because this agen-
cy, the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, is making the important deci-
sions about the kinds of financial prod-
ucts that American families can ac-
cess.

Quite honestly, some people think
that, in many ways, the actions of this
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agency have been beginning to reduce
some of the availability of some of
those financial products.

I think it is important to have these
advisory groups. I want to commend
the agency for having those, but I
think it is important, also, for the
American people to hear the comments
and the discussions that are going on
that could inevitably affect the kinds
of financial products that they are
going to be able to access in the future.

Now, the fact is that many of the
other agencies have to fall under the
FACA, but because this agency is
tucked inside the Federal Reserve—and
the Federal Reserve currently is ex-
empt—but, quite honestly, the only
other agencies that are exempt from it
are the CIA, the Director of National
Intelligence, and the Federal Reserve
as they are talking about monetary
policy. I hardly believe that the CFPB
falls in the same category of any of
these other agencies that are exempt.

This is a commonsense piece of legis-
lation. It allows that same trans-
parency available in all other agencies
across the government and allows the
American people to hear those impor-
tant discussions about their future and
about the financial products that they
are going to be able to access in the fu-
ture.

Again, I want to remind everybody
this was a bipartisan bill that passed
56-2 out of our committee.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support passage of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1265.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——————

EXPEDITED FUNDS AVAILABILITY
ACT AMENDMENT

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1367) to amend the Expedited
Funds Availability Act to clarify the
application of that Act to American
Samoa and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1367

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. APPLICATION OF THE EXPEDITED
FUNDS AVAILABILITY ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Expedited Funds
Availability Act (12 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.) is
amended—
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(1) in section 602(20) (12 U.S.C. 4001(20)) by
inserting ¢, located in the United States,”
after “ATM"’;

(2) in section 602(21) (12 U.S.C. 4001(21)) by
inserting ‘‘American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,”
after ‘‘Puerto Rico,”’;

(3) in section 602(23) (12 U.S.C. 4001(23)) by
inserting ‘‘American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,”
after ‘“‘Puerto Rico,”’; and

(4) in section 603(d)(2)(A) @12 U.S.C.
4002(d)(2)(A)), by inserting ‘““‘American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands,” after ‘“‘Puerto Rico,”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act shall take
effect on January 1, 2016.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and add extraneous materials on
the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a noncontrover-
sial, bipartisan bill. It was carried by
the Democratic Representative from
American Samoa last Congress.

This is a proconsumer measure that
would improve the check clearing wait
times in American Samoa and the
Northern Mariana Islands. Other non-
contiguous U.S. States and territories
are already subject to this act. This
bill provides parity and helps improve
financial services in American Samoa
and the Northern Mariana Islands.

This bill passed the House on suspen-
sion last Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of this bill as well.
Again, it is a simple, straightforward
bill that simply says that American
Samoa and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands are part of America, as is every
other part of America. They should be
treated the same.

This bill corrects a law that cur-
rently does not allow them to be treat-
ed the same in financial services mat-
ters. It should be passed immediately.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I will read
a statement that Mrs. RADEWAGEN of
American Samoa submitted to me in
reference to this. She is the primary
Sponsor.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R.
1367, to amend the Expedited Funds Avail-
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ability Act to clarify the application of that
act to American Samoa and the Northern
Mariana Islands.

I would first like to thank Chairman Hen-
sarling and Ranking Member Waters, as well
as the House Financial Services Committee
staff, who worked so hard to get this bill to
the floor. I appreciate their dedication, as do
the people of American Samoa and the
CNMI.

As you know, the isolation of American
Samoa, both geographically and economi-
cally, lends itself to difficulties in financial
transactions that take place between Amer-
ican Samoa and those off island.

Many times, our citizens and businesses
must wait an exorbitant amount of time be-
fore they can receive off-island funds that
have been sent to them. These delays often
cause hardships that are both unnecessary
and unfounded.

H.R. 1367 will eliminate the excessive
delays that the people of American Samoa
must currently deal with in order to receive
funds sent to them from off-island.

Again, I would like to thank Chairman
Hensarling and Ranking Member Waters for
their consideration of this measure that will
greatly improve the lives of the people of
American Samoa.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members of the
House of Representatives to vote in favor of
this bill that will bring American Samoa and
the CNMI into the fold financially in regards
to off-island transactions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, the people of
the Northern Mariana Islands deserve the
same protections of federal law as other
Americans. Making sure my people get equal
treatment is one of the reasons | came to
Congress and equivalent treatment brings me
to the floor today in support of H.R. 1367.

As we have heard, H.R. 1367 extends the
protections of the Expedited Funds Availability
Act to the people of the Northern Marianas
and American Samoa. This would mean that
account holders in the Northern Marianas and
American Samoa would have timely access to
their money when they deposit a check in their
bank.

The same banking rules would apply in the
Northern Marianas and American Samoa as
apply in Alaska, Hawai’i, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands—the areas of our nation
not directly connected to the contiguous forty-
eight states.

It may be that in 1987, when the Expedited
Funds Availability Act was first adopted, the
Northern Marianas and American Samoa
seemed remote from the rest of America.
Back then, paper checks may have been bun-
dled up and sent through the mail. So delays
were inevitable.

But today banking is handled electronically.
With a smart phone many banking customers
can take a picture of a check and deposit it in
their account without even going to the bank.

| have checked with the major banks in my
district; none has any problem with having this
federal law apply to their operations—because
they all do business electronically and make
deposits quickly available.

So, clearly, it is time to update federal bank-
ing laws with respect to the Northern Marianas
and American Samoa and join the 21st cen-
tury.

| want to thank my friend, Congresswoman
AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN RADEWAGEN, for intro-
ducing H.R. 1367. And | want to congratulate
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her for getting her bill moved through the Fi-
nancial Services Committee and brought to
the floor quickly and early in the 114th Con-
gress.

This same language has passed the House
before, but died in the Senate. But the quick
start that Congresswoman RADEWAGEN has
given her bill will allow the Senate more
time—and, we hope, enough time—to make
this simple correction to the way federal law
applies in two of our nation’s insular areas.

| would also like to thank Chairman JEB
HENSARLING, Ranking Member  MAXINE
WATERS, and all the members of the Financial
Services Committee for recognizing that cre-
ating a uniform application of federal banking
law—at least with respect to how quickly de-
positors have access to their funds—is an
area of bipartisan consensus.

| ask all Members of the House to agree
and vote today in favor of H.R. 1367.

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 1367, to amend the
Expedited Funds Availability Act to clarify the
application of that Act to American Samoa and
the Northern Mariana Islands.

| would first like to thank Chairman HEN-
SARLING, and Ranking Member WATERS as
well as the House Financial Services Com-
mittee staff who worked so hard to get this bill
to the floor. | appreciate their dedication as do
the people of American Samoa and the CNMI.

As you know, the isolation of American
Samoa, both geographically and economically,
lends itself to difficulties in financial trans-
actions that take place between American
Samoa and those off island.

Many times, our citizens and businesses
must wait an exorbitant amount of time before
they can receive off-island funds that have
been sent to them. These delays often cause
hardships that are both unnecessary and un-
founded.

H.R. 1367, will eliminate the excessive
delays that the people of American Samoa
must currently deal with in order to receive
funds sent to them from off-island.

Again, | would like to thank Chairman HEN-
SARLING and Ranking Member WATERS for
their consideration of this measure that will
greatly improve the lives of the people of
American Samoa.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all Members of the U.S.
House of Representatives to vote in favor of
this bill that will bring American Samoa and
the CNMI into the fold financially in regards to
off island transactions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1367.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
0 1645
SAFE ACT CONFIDENTIALITY AND
PRIVILEGE ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1480) to ensure access to cer-
tain information for financial services
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industry regulators, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1480

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““SAFE Act

Confidentiality and Privilege Enhancement
Act”.

SEC. 2. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION
SHARED BETWEEN STATE AND FED-
ERAL FINANCIAL SERVICES REGU-
LATORS.

Section 1512(a) of the S.A.F.E. Mortgage
Licensing Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 5111(a)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘or financial services”’
before ‘“‘industry’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPU-
ANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and add extraneous materials on
this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

The SAFE Act is a simple, bipartisan
bill that encourages information-shar-
ing between Federal and State regu-
lators.

Ensuring the confidentiality of infor-
mation provided to the National Mort-
gage Licensing System encourages its
uses, which better protects consumers
from bad actors who switch States for
licensing purposes to evade scrutiny.

This legislation provides assurance
for financial institutions that privi-
leged information shared between Fed-
eral banking regulators and State reg-
ulatory agencies will be protected and
remain confidential.

This will encourage a greater amount
of sharing between institutions and
their regulators, and will allow our Na-
tion’s financial regulators to do their
jobs to ensure that our financial insti-
tutions are operating lawfully, while,
at the same time, able to offer con-
sumer credit products that are critical
to Americans to finance their everyday
purchases and start small businesses.

The NMLS is used by regulators in
all 50 States, and it is supported by the
Conference of State Bank Supervisors.

This bill passed the House on suspen-
sion last Congress, and it passed the
Senate by unanimous consent.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, on most
social issues, I consider myself a lib-
eral. On most fiscal matters, I consider
myself a conservative in the true sense
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of the word, not the new sense of the
word, meaning that you should pay for
those things that you want.

When it comes to privacy matters, I
consider myself a proud Libertarian.
There is absolutely no reason for any-
one who doesn’t need information that
I don’t want them to have to get, pe-
riod. It is my information, my informa-
tion to share only with those with
whom I wish to share it.

This bill takes one step further to-
wards keeping my information private
and confidential between me and those
people I seek to share it with. It is a
great bill. I look forward to voting for
it.

This information is necessary to be
shared to simply keep our financial
services system going, but there is no
reason whatsoever to allow it to be
nonconfidential and to be spread
around and be available to anybody
who might want to look at it.

I support the passage of this bill. I
congratulate Mr. DoLD for putting this
forward for us to vote on, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, it
is my honor to yield as much time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DoLD), the primary
author of this bill, who has worked
tirelessly in this area.

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I certainly
want to thank the chairman for his
leadership. I want to thank my good
friend from Massachusetts, and I also
want to comment on the fact that we
are delighted that you are a Liber-
tarian on some of these things.

As we look, Mr. Speaker, at H.R. 1480,
the SAFE Act Confidentiality and
Privilege Enhancement Act, it pre-
serves the ability of the State and Fed-
eral financial regulators to share infor-
mation regarding consumer financial
services businesses that are licensed at
the State level in the National Mort-
gage Licensing System without losing
the privilege and confidentiality pro-
tections provided by State and Federal
law.

This is a bipartisan bill that pro-
motes smart and efficient regulation
among State regulators. It ensures
that State regulators can talk to their
colleagues across State lines regarding
multistate financial service entities
without losing traditional privilege
and constitutionality protections.

These amendments are needed due to
the unintended gap in the existing Na-
tional Mortgage Licensing System
statute. As State regulators have ex-
panded their use of the NMLS in order
to enhance consumer protections, to
combat fraud, increase uniformity, and
reduce regulatory burdens in licensing
processes, privacy protections have not
kept up.

This is a commonsense bill that pro-
vides regulators with the certainty
that they can continue to share infor-
mation and collaborate with their col-
leagues across State lines.

Protecting the integrity of the Na-
tional Mortgage Licensing System is
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important because it better protects
consumers from bad actors who switch
States for licensing purposes to evade
scrutiny.

This is ensuring, Mr. Speaker, smart
regulations.

Again, I talk to people all around my
district. The fact is that we are not
against regulations. We just want our
regulations to be smart and tailored,
and this is one of those things that,
again, working across the aisle and
trying to find common ground, this is
one that I believe that we can agree on.

H.R. 1480 does not create any new
privilege or confidentiality rights. It
merely ensures that the existing privi-
lege and confidentiality protections
are retained when information is
shared through the National Mort-
gaging Licensing System so that regu-
lators can share information and com-
municate.

H.R. 1480 has received support from
the Conference of State Bank Super-
visors, the Credit Union National Asso-
ciation, and the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation,
in my home State.

The SAFE Act Confidentiality and
Privilege Enhancement Act passed out
of this committee, out of the Financial
Services Committee, 58-0. I certainly
urge my colleagues to support this bill,
and look forward to its passage.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this truly is a bipartisan bill. It is a
commonsense bill. I think the whole
group of bills that we have seen this
afternoon will go a long way to helping
keep commonsense regulations; at the
same time, making sure the consumers
are protected. So I urge my colleagues
to support passage of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1480.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock 52 minutes
p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
[ 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DOLD) at 6 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 650, PRESERVING ACCESS TO
MANUFACTURED HOUSING ACT
OF 2015, PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 685, MORTGAGE
CHOICE ACT OF 2015, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR ADOPTION OF 8.
CON. RES. 11, CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET, FIS-
CAL YEAR 2016

Mr. SESSIONS from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114-65) on the resolution (H.
Res. 189) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 650) to amend the Truth
in Lending Act to modify the defini-
tions of a mortgage originator and a
high-cost mortgage, providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 685) to
amend the Truth in Lending Act to im-
prove upon the definitions provided for
points and fees in connection with a
mortgage transaction, and providing
for adoption of the concurrent resolu-
tion (S. Con. Res. 11) setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 1259, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 1265, by the yeas and nays; and

H.R. 1480, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

HELPING EXPAND LENDING PRAC-
TICES IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1259) to provide for an appli-
cation process for interested parties to
apply for an area to be designated as a
rural area, and for other purposes, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 401, nays 1,
not voting 29, as follows:

[Roll No. 145]

YEAS—401
Abraham Aderholt Allen
Adams Aguilar Amash

Amodei
Ashford
Babin
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Benishek
Bera
Beyer
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bost
Boustany
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brat
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Byrne
Calvert
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clawson (FL)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cook
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
Dayvis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Doyle, Michael
F.

Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel

Eshoo

Esty
Farenthold
Farr

Fattah
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gibbs

Gibson
Goodlatte
Gosar

Gowdy
Graham
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn

Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins

Hill

Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda

Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Israel

Issa

Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jolly

Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer

Kind

King (IA)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline

Knight
Kuster

Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marino
Massie
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nunes
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pitts
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (NC)
Price, Tom
Quigley
Rangel
Ratcliffe
Reed
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Reichert Serrano Vargas
Renacci Sessions Veasey
Ribble Sewell (AL) Vela
Rice (NY) Shimkus Wagner
Rice (SC) Shuster Walberg
Richmond Simpson Walden
Rigell Sinema Walker
Roby Sires :
Roe (TN) Slaughter g:isgiflMimi
Rogers (AL) Smith (MO) Walz ’
Rogers (KY) Smith (NE)
Rohrabacher Smith (NJ) Wasserman
Rokita Smith (TX) Schultz
Ros-Lehtinen Speier Waters, Maxine
Roskam Stefanik Watson Coleman
Ross Stewart Weber (TX)
Rothfus Stivers Webster (FL)
Rouzer Stutzman Welch
Roybal-Allard Swalwell (CA) Wenstrup
Royce Takai Westerman
Ruppersberger Takano Whitfield
Russell Thompson (CA) Williams
Salmon Thompson (MS) Wilson (FL)
Sanchez, Linda Thompson (PA) Wilson (SC)

T. Thornberry Wittman
Sanford Tiberi Womack
Sarbanes Tipton Woodall
Scalise Titus

Yarmuth
Schakowsky Tonko Yoder
Schiff Torres
Schrader Trott Yoho
Schweikert Tsongas Young (AK)
Scott (VA) Turner Young I4)
Scott, Austin Upton Young (IN)
Scott, David Valadao Zeldin
Sensenbrenner Van Hollen Zinke
NAYS—1
Velazquez
NOT VOTING—29

Bridenstine Gutiérrez Ruiz
Clarke (NY) Hanna Rush
Cooper King (NY) Ryan (OH)
Crawford Loebsack Ryan (WI)
Edwards Lucas Sanchez, Loretta
Ellison Marchant Sherman
Fincher Meng Smith (WA)
Gohmert Nugent Visclosky
Grayson Pittenger N
Grijalva Rooney (FL) Westmoreland
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
145, had | been present, | would have voted
“yes.”

BUREAU ADVISORY COMMISSION
TRANSPARENCY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1265) to apply the require-
ments of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act to the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 401, nays 2,
not voting 28, as follows:
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Abraham
Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Ashford
Babin
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Benishek
Bera
Beyer
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bost
Boustany
Boyle, Brendan
F

Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brat
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Byrne
Calvert
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clawson (FL)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen

Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cook

Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSantis

[Roll No. 146]
YEAS—401

DeSaulnier

DesJarlais

Deutch

Diaz-Balart

Dingell

Doggett

Dold

Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel

Eshoo

Esty
Farenthold
Farr

Fattah
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gibbs

Gibson
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Graham
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn

Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins

Hill

Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda

Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Israel

Issa

Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jolly

Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
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Kelly (IL)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marino
Massie
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nunes
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson

Pingree Scalise Tsongas
Pitts Schakowsky Turner
Pocan Schiff Upton
Poe (TX) Schrader Valadao
Pol@quin Schweikert Van Hollen
Polis Scott (VA) Vargas
Pompeo Scott, Austin Veasey
Posey Scott, David Vela
Price (NC) Sensenbrenner Wa
X gner
Price, Tom Serrano

. . Walberg
Quigley Sessions
Rangel Sewell (AL) Walden
Rateliffe Sherman Walker
Reed Shimkus Walorski
Reichert Shuster Walters, Mimi
Renacci Simpson Walz
Ribble Sinema Wasserman
Rice (NY) Sires Schultz
Rice (SC) Slaughter Waters, Maxine
Richmond Smith (MO) Watson Coleman
Rigell Smith (NE) Weber (TX)
Roby Smith (NJ) Webster (FL)
Roe (TN) Smith (TX) Welch
Rogers (AL) Speier Wenstrup
Rogers (KY) Stefanik Westerman
gol};{?bacher Stgwart Whitfield

okita ivers 15
Ros-Lehtinen Stutzman gﬁlslcilm(sFL)
Roskam Swalwell (CA) Wilson (SC)
Ross Takai Wittman
Rothfus Takano
Rouzer Thompson (Ca) ~ Womack
Roybal-Allard  Thompson (MS) ~ Woodall
Royce Thompson (PA) Yarmuth
Ruppersberger Thornberry Yoder
Russell Tiberi Yoho
Salmon Tipton Young (AK)
Sanchez, Linda  Titus Young (IA)

T. Tonko Young (IN)
Sanford Torres Zeldin
Sarbanes Trott Zinke

NAYS—2

Nadler Velazquez

NOT VOTING—28
Bridenstine Gutiérrez Ruiz
Clarke (NY) Hanna Rush
Cooper King (NY) Ryan (OH)
Crawford Loebsack Ryan (WI)
Edwards Lucas Sanchez, Loretta
Ellison Marchant Smith (WA)
Fincher Meng Visclosky
Gohmerg Npgent Westmoreland
Grayson Pittenger
Grijalva Rooney (FL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

SAFE ACT CONFIDENTIALITY AND
PRIVILEGE ENHANCEMENT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HURD of Texas). The unfinished busi-
ness is the vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
1480) to ensure access to certain infor-
mation for financial services industry
regulators, and for other purposes, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 401, nays 0,
not voting 30, as follows:

Abraham
Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Ashford
Babin
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Benishek
Bera
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bost
Boustany
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brat
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Byrne
Calvert
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clawson (FL)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cook
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
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[Roll No. 147]

YEAS—401

DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farenthold
Farr
Fattah
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Graham
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Israel
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (PA)

Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marino
Massie
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nunes
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
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Pitts Schakowsky Turner
Pocan Schiff Upton
Poe (TX) Schrader Valadao
Poliquin Schweikert Van Hollen
Polis Scott (VA) Vargas
Pompeo Scott, Auspm Veasey
Posey Scott, David Vela
Pr}ce (NC) Sensenbrenner Velazquez
Price, Tom Serrano Wagner
Quigley Sessions Walberg
Rangel Sewell (AL)
Ratcliffe Sherman Walden
Reed Shimkus Walker .
Reichert Shuster Walorski
Renacci Simpson Walters, Mimi
Ribble Sinema Walz
Rice (NY) Sires Wasserman
Rice (SC) Slaughter Schultz
Richmond Smith (MO) Waters, Maxine
Rigell Smith (NE) Watson Coleman
Roby Smith (NJ) Weber (TX)
Roe (TN) Smith (TX) Webster (FL)
Rogers (AL) Speier Welch
Rogers (KY) Stefanik Wenstrup
Roh?abacher Stgwart Westerman
Rokita ) Stivers Whitfield
Ros-Lehtinen Stutzman Williams
Roskam Swalevell (CA) Wilson (FL)
Ross Takai Wilson (SC)
Rothfus Takano Wittman
Rouzer Thompson (CA)
Roybal-Allard Thompson (MS)  Wwomack
Royce Thompson (PA) ~ Woodall
Ruppersberger Thornberry Yarmuth
Russell Tiberi Yoder
Salmon Tipton Yoho
Sanchez, Linda  Titus Young (AK)

T. Tonko Young (IA)
Sanford Torres Young (IN)
Sarbanes Trott Zeldin
Scalise Tsongas Zinke

NOT VOTING—30

Beyer Grijalva Pittenger
Bridenstine Gutiérrez Rooney (FL)
Clarke (NY) Hanna Ruiz
Cooper Heck (WA) Rush
Crawford King (NY) Ryan (OH)
Edwards Loebsack Ryan (WI)
Ellison Lucas Sanchez, Loretta
Fincher Marchant Smith (WA)
Gohmert Meng Visclosky
Grayson Nugent Westmoreland

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained in my district and
missed recorded votes Nos. 145-147. Had |
been present: on rollcall No. 145, H.R. 1259—
Helping Expand Lending Practices in Rural
Communities Act, | would have voted ‘“yea,”
on rollcall No. 146, H.R. 1265—Bureau Advi-
sory Commission Transparency Act, | would
have voted “yea,” and on rollcall No. 147,
H.R. 1480—SAFE Act Confidentiality and
Privilege Enhancement Act, | would have
voted “yea.”

———

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER FOR A CERE-
MONY AS PART OF THE COM-
MEMORATION OF THE DAYS OF
REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF
THE HOLOCAUST

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on House Administration be dis-
charged from further consideration of
House Concurrent Resolution 9, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 9

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
HOLOCAUST DAYS OF REMEM-
BRANCE CEREMONY.

Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Visitor
Center is authorized to be used on April 16,
2015, for a ceremony as part of the com-
memoration of the days of remembrance of
victims of the Holocaust. Physical prepara-
tions for the conduct of the ceremony shall
be carried out in accordance with such condi-
tions as may be prescribed by the Architect
of the Capitol.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER FOR A CERE-
MONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
THE AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on House Administration be dis-
charged from further consideration of
House Concurrent Resolution 34, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 34

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
CEREMONY TO PRESENT CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO AMERICAN
FIGHTER ACES.

Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Visitor
Center is authorized to be used on May 20,
2015, for a ceremony to present the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the American Fighter
Aces collectively, in recognition of their he-
roic military service and defense of our
country’s freedom throughout the history of
aviation warfare. Physical preparations for
the conduct of the ceremony shall be carried
out in accordance with such conditions as
the Architect of the Capitol may prescribe.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

H2129

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-

DAY, APRIL 29, 2015, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING 1IN
JOINT MEETING HIS EXCEL-

LENCY SHINZO ABE, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF JAPAN

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order at any time on Wednesday, April
29, 2015, for the Speaker to declare a re-
cess, subject to the call of the Chair,
for the purpose of receiving in joint
meeting His Excellency Shinzo Abe,
Prime Minister of Japan.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2015

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Tuesday, April 28,
2015, it adjourn to meet at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 29, 2015.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi?

There was no objection.

————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 978

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that I may
hereafter be considered to be the first
sponsor of H.R. 978, a bill originally in-
troduced by Representative Schock of
Illinois, for the p